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[11:16 a.m.]

Mr. Findlay. We will go back on the record.

Just to note for the record, Mr. Paretti has stipulated
at this point he does not have any questions, and he will
wait to ask his questions on behalf of the minority until
after the majority has finished our examination.

Is that correct, Mr. Paretti?

Mr. Paretti. Correct. As we discussed off the record,
we Wwill reserve the balance -- our time will be the time you
take for your direct examination. I don't expect to use that
time, but just so there is no misunderstanding that, "Oh, you
took an hour, I didn't take an hour." If you go for another
15 minutes and say, "Oh, I only took 15," I will get the hour
and 15.

Mr. Findlay. I will stipulate you can have as long as
you like.

Mr. Paretti. Careful on that stipulation. Let's
proceed. No, we understand each other.

BY MR. FINDLAY:

Q All right. Mr. Reitze, you referred back to your
notes a number of times that you went over to refresh your
recollection. Would you describe to us your note-taking

practices?
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CERTIFICATE OF COURT REPORTER

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA)

L. I 0fficial Reporter, U.S. House

of Representatives and Notary Public in the District of
Columbia, certify that the witness appeared before me; that
the witness was duly sworn; that I was authorized to and did
stenographically report the proceedings in the above
transcript; and that the transcript is a true and complete
record of my stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am not a relative, employee,
attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a
relative or employee of any of the parties' attorneys or
counsel connected with the action to my knowledge, nor am I

financially interested in the action.

Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia

My commission expires: IN4LCL a’% 202

I!!!!!!.mﬂmnmcmumh

My Commission Expires 3/14/2012



COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
IN RE: CRANDALL CANYON MINE

AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM P. REITZE

[ hereby declare as follows under the penalty of perjury that the following is true and
correct to the best of my knowledge:

1. On pages 33 and 34 of the transcript of my deposition, taken February 15, 2008, [
was asked what Mr. Jim Poulson said in his voice mail to me of March 12, 2007.
I recounted what | remembered. Among other things, 1 stated that [ did not think
that the voice mail addressed the issue of moving the evaluation point because of
a bounce in ground conditions. (34:9-11; 34:13-14). In the course of testifying, I
noted that I did not have my notes in front of me. (See 34:4-5).

2. Thave since reviewed my contemporaneous notes related to Mr. Poulson’s voice
mail left on March 12, 2007, which state, among other things, that Mr. Poulson
stated that they “cannot get back to BMP due to bounce [sic] but do not want to
seal immediately.”

3. Based on my review of these notes, | wish to amend my testimony to state that I
believe that Mr. Poulson also stated to me in the voice mail left on March 12 that
the operator could not get back to the evaluation point due to a bounce, but did
not want to seal the area immediately.

4. In reference to my testimony at 51:3-11, I wish to clarify that MSHA District 9
approved the Crandall Canyon ventilation plan amendment for development in the
South Barrier on March 23, 2007 and for pillar extraction in the South Barrier on
June 1, 2007. I have appended both plan amendments to this affidavit.

FURTHER DECLARANT SAYETH NOT.

Wllham P Reitze

Date: %~ 7-0 e

Sut’rscril:rr::d and sworn before me this
75~ day of March, 2008

My commission expires:
10/%0)2.01/
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Crandall Canyon Mine Hwy31 MP 33, Huntington, UT 84528

— 0 subsidiary
Phone: (435) 888-4000
, Inc. Fax: (435) 888-4002
P!
_— 8660-py-4 3
March 20, 2007 l HAR 2 2 m}’
Mr. Allyn C. Davis . USDOL - MSHA - CMS&H
District Manager : T bisTnicT 8
Coal Mine Safety and Health
P.O. Box 25367
Denver, Colorado 80225

. Re: Crandall Canyon Mine ID# 42-01715 Ventilation Plan Main West South Barrier

Dear Mr. Davis:

Please find attached for your review and approval, a ventilation plan for mining the South Barrier
of Main West at our Crandall Canyon Mine. The plan consist of one page of text and 4 Plates.

P]mscnmmmendthauquﬁmnm_.

Sincerely,

Lo pwer

Tom Hurst

APPROVED
R 23 207
{;MSH .:;_-A!E;éﬁ

[ )
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Crandall Canyon Mine Hwy31 MP 33, Huntington, UT 84528

— 4 subsidiary 1
Phone: (435) 688-4000
Fax: (435) 888-4002

MAY 2 1 2887
May 16, 2007 AL
Mr. Allyn C. Davis DIETRICTS
District Manager
Coal Mine Safety and Health
P.O. Box 25367
Denver, Colorado 80225

Re: Crandall Canyon Mine ID# 42-01715 Ventilation Plan for Pillaring Main West South Barrier

Dear Mr, Davis:

Please find attached for your review and approval, a ventilation plan for mining the South Barrier
of Main West at our Crandall Canyon Mine. The plan consists of one page of text and 2 Plates.

lescmntactmwithanyquwﬁmsm-

Sincerely,

oy fwe

Tom Hurst

APPROVED
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From: Poulson, Jim

Sent: Monday, February 12, 2007 6:23 PM

To: Hill, Bruce; Hibbs, David; Laine, Adair, Peacock, Gary; Bodee Alired
Subject: FW: Drilling at Crandall

Here is the reply from Denver. | will get back to them and get them working on it now.

James Poulson
Safety Manager UEI
work
cell

From: Reitze, William P - MSHA [mailto G
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2007 11:18 AM

To: Poulson, Jim

Cc: Fleshman, Jeffrey L - MSHA

Subject: Drilling at Crandall

Jim:

I did get your voicemail. We do not have any outgoing phone service right now. They are working on the problem. | just checked
with Jeff and apparently he received something from Hibbs that came in late Thursday and he was not here Friday. He has been
on a special project this morning, so has not had time to look at his email. We have several rushes ahead of yours (if this is a
rush) so we probably will not get to is for a while.

Bill

POSITION

7 EXHIBIT

0/27/2007
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From: Poulson, Jim

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 1:57 PM

o

Ce: I i, Bruce; Laine Adair (R Hibbs. David: Hurst, Tom

Subject: Drill Plan for Crandall Canyon

Bill,

| am sending this email to remind and impress upon you that we need the drill plan for Crandall reviewed and approved. As per

our discussion they want to start drilling today 2/13/07. Please call Tom Hurst @

myself if you have questions.
Thank you,

James Poulson
Safety Manager UEI

work
cell

91272007

Dave Hibbs @ [ o

D,

DEPOSITION

>

#\7  EXHIBIT
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Message number 323

From: Knepp, William P - MSHA

To: Davis, Allyn C - MSHA <Davis, Allyn C - MSHA>
Cc: Reitze, William P - MSHA; Owens, Billy D - MSHA
Bece:

Subject: Early Look at Issues

Date: 8/28/2007 11:42:17 AM

Importance: normal

1. Roof control plan: both the development and retreat of the north and south barriers.

The Agapito Report [dated July 20, 2006] recommended a pillar size of 60 feet by 72 feet as measured

from rib to rib [not centers] for development and pillaring ofthe North Barrier block. The
amendment for development, approved November 21, 2006, included
pillars on centers of 80 feet by 90 feet. With entry and
crosscut widths mined 18 feet wide, the effective pillar size
would be 62 feet by 72 feet, which follows the Agapito Re port
recommendations. The Acap:to recort also recommended skippinc
pillars if conditions dictated this was the prudent mining

practice.

They did not show the change in pillar size, from north to the south and didn’t reflect much of the Agapito
recommendations, rather just relied on standard figures in the old base plan.

The amendment to develop the South Barrier was approved March 8, 2007. The same Agapito
recommendations from the 2006-reports were incorporated into the approval. The week of March 14th the
Roof Control Group was notified that ground conditions had resulted in the section skipping pillars and the
area was bouncing, therefore the section was moving to the South Barrier. They requested that the pillaring
plan be approved soon so they could retreat if conditions dictated that development stop. The mine was
informed to contact the district when development reached a point where an adequate evaluation of
conditions could be conducted. The District received the April 18, 2007-Agapito Report on May 15, 2007.
The Roof Control Supervisor visited the mine on May 22, 2007. The Agapito report recommended pillars
for the South Barrier be on centers of 80 feet by 129 feet with entry widths of 17 feet. The approved
amendment had centers of 80 feet by 130 feet. The Agapito report recommended that no pillars be skipped
during retreat mining. The Roof Control Supervisor had the mine skip three rows of pillars from crosscuts
142 to 139 to protect the bleeder entry. The Agapito Report also recommended that a cut be taken out of
the barrier pillar to transfer stress to the previously mined gob and away from the outby pillars. This
recommendation was included in the approval of the amendment.

% 2,/DEPOSITION
-'-" ~ EXHIBIT

No mention of floor coal, which was being taken. ]

oo T2 215708

Mining of the floor coal was not approved and was never discussed as part of the pillaring plan.

Page 1
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2. VentPlan: We approved sealing of the 1 South area in 2006, but it was never sealed.

The 1st South and South Mains areas were never sealed, as the mine wanted to use this area as the flow
through bleeder system when final recovery of the mains was started. They were intending to retreat mine
outby the South Mains after completion of the North and South Barriers of West Mains.

3. Approved pillar mining against seals.

Since this area will become part of the gob, and there are means to monitor the gob through bleeder
evaluation points, and since there has been a history of no methane at this location, there was no issue.

4. Not remotely evaluating seals.

As per previous directives from HQ and in the Bleeders and Gobs Training Course and discussion on many
occasions at the Academy at Vent Supervisors meetings and other meetings, seals which become a part of a
gob are no longer required to be examined as per 75.364. Seals within gob areas can be examined by
means of an evaluation as listed in the vent plan. Evaluation points for this gob are contained in the ventilation
plan.

5. ineffective bleeder evaluation.

[ am not sure what this is referring to. A bleeder evaluation method is included in the ventilation plan based
on the specific conditions of this mine. There are MPLs listed on drawings in the plan at strategic locations
which ensure that each of the gobs is monitored.

6. Vent plan approval date of 2006, any review since?

There have been reviews performed by the field office on each of the EO1s that have been done.

There has not been a Ventilation Group review performed since July of 2006. The workload of the
Ventilation Group has grown by 2-3 times in the last year and a half due to the seal issues multiple times,
MEE regulations twice, ERPs and the moving targets associated with completing these, the new Seal ETS
and associated protocols, and the continuing ventilation plan amendments and day-to-day issues and
questions that continue. There were no additional resources provided to assist in accomplishing all of the
above and continue with the ventilation plan reviews and other things. Quite clearly, the priority from HQ has
been the MEE plans and ERP plans, and seal issues and with no additional resources provided, priorities had
to be determined.

7. Ventand RC plans approved less than the Agapito report.

The approved roof control plan amendments followed the Agapito Report recommendations, except for the
recommendation to not skip pillars in the South Barrier. The Agapito Report evaluated ground control

Page 2
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conditions only and did not evaluate the requirements for ventilation, bleeder systems, and the safety of
miners and inspectors conducting required examinations and inspections.

In addition to the seven questions here is one other ---- The reporting of the bounce will become an issue.
The bounce was not reported to the national call center or to anyone on the day it occurred, Lane Adair
claims he called the following day on Monday morning and discussed roof conditions with Billy Owens, the
day after the bounce occurred. Owens did not recall this conversation as a bounce discussion or of it being
to report a reportable accident, rather asa general ground conditions and moving to the south barrier
Reitze listened to a voice mail on Tuesday from March 13th that in general talked about moving the
evaluation point because of a bounce and ground conditions. This also was not taken as reporting a
reportable accident nor did the operator give such an impression. There were phone conversations that
followed between Reitze and the operator and the request denied. The operator then decided to
immediately seal the area however did not have an approved seal. Emails and phone conversations then
followed among Reitze, Fredland, and Allyn, attempting to expedite some type of seal approval. The word
bounce did appear in at least one email, but in all cases was in the context of being a part of overall ground
conditions and not significant enough or ever indicated to meet the criteria as a reportable accident. When
the subject came up after the accident I informed HQ informed HQ after talking to Owens, Allyn, Cornett,
Bill Taylorand Bill Denning that we were not aware of any bounce. Later I came across the part in the third
Agapito report that mentioned a bounce and Bill Reitze informed me about his discussions when I started to
probe this issue. Also the email to Fredland appeared related to the seal issue an attempting to get an
approval.

Page 3
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From: Fredland, John W. - MSHA

Sent:  Tuesday, March 13, 2007 2:38 PM

To: Davis, Allyn C - MSHA

Cc: Reitze, William P - MSHA; Hoch, Terry - MSHA
Subject: Construction of Seals at Crandall Mine

Allyn,

As you informed me by phone this afternoon, Crandall Canyon Mine has experienced a bounce and has an
urgent need to construct seals. You asked whether we could allow the mine operator to proceed with seal
construction based on the same seal plan that has been provisionally approved for West Ridge Mine.

The provisionally approved seals at West Ridge are Minova pumpable seals. Provided the conditions at Crandall
Canyon are similar with respect to the roughness/undulation of the ribs, roof and floor, then | have no problem
with recommending that Crandall Canyon be permitted to construct these urgently needed seals using the same
specifications as was approved for the Minova seals at West Ridge Mine. Minova seal plans include a table
which provides the required thickness of the seal based on the height and width of the mine entry. This table
should be followed for seal thickness. (Any approval to use Minova seals should be provisional based on Minova
completing more detailed analyses and material testing to verify seal adequacy.)

(Note that the plan for West Ridge was complicated by the construction of partial walls for water impoundment
just inby one of the seals. For this condition, the seal had to be designed for the potential for increased explosion
pressure. The additional construction requirements approved for this seal would not be needed if this higher
pressure condition does not exist at Crandall Canyon. More recently than the West Ridge approval, Technical
Support has agreed with Minova (provisionally) on two seal-thickness tables, one for gob isolation type seals
(seals which will experience significant convergence), and one for main or longer-term seals. If | remember
correctly, the longer term seals are to be 20% thicker than the gob isolation-type seals. Crandall Canyon could
use these updated tables and use the appropriate thicknesses depending on the conditions at the seal location -
but seal site preparation and other construction requirements should be the same as was approved for West
Ridge.)

If you have any questions about this recommendation, please let me know.

John

% ., DEPOSITION
=4 EXHIBIT
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From: Hibbs, David

Sent: Monday, July 23, 2007 10:53 PM

To: Davis, Allyn C - MSHA

Cc: Reitze, William P - MSHA: Fleshman, Jeffrey L - MSHA; Adair, Laine; Peacock, Gary: Alired,
Bodee; Poulson, Jim; James Newman

Subject: FW: Scan from West Ridge Office Xerox

Attachments: Scan001.PDF

Tl

Scan001.PDF (837
KB)
Attached for your review is a Site Specific Ventilation Plan for Retreat of
the Main West at the Crandall Mine.

David W. Hibbs
UtahAmerican Energy, Inc.
P.O. Bex 1077

Price, Utah 84501

Phone
Fax |
Ce’l

From: [EE—— - o

Sent: Monday, July 23, 2007 5:44 PM
To: Hibbs, David
Subject: Scan from West Ridge Office Xerox

Please open the attached document, It was scanned and sent from UtahAmerican Energy,
WestRidge Mine

Sent by: Guest
Number of Images: 8
Attachment File Type: PDF

WorkCentre Location: WestRidge Office

West Ridge Mine

Man Offlice,
Te_ephone:435-888-4000
Fax: £35-888-4002

& __ DEPOSITION
5V, EXHIBIT
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 E— Crandall Canyon Mine Hwy31 MP 33, Huntington, UT 84528
i : a subsidiary PO _Box 1077, Price, UT 84501

i t Phone; (435) 888-4000
UtahAmerican Emwpy, Inc. Fax: (435) 888-4002
| X |

July 21, 2007

Mr. Allyn C. Davis

District Manager

Coal Mine Safety & Health
P.O. Box 25367

Denver, Colorado 80225-0367

Re:  Crandall Canyon Mine ID #: 42-01715
Ventilation Plan for Retreat Main West

Please find for your review and approval the enclosed the Ventilation Plan for the Main
West Block A. This plan contains 5 plates detailing the ventilation modifications while
retreating though Block A.

If you have any questions, please contact me at-

Sincerely,
David Hibbs
Mining Engineer

UEICONG-K000012190



Crandall Canyon Mine MSHA ID# 42-01715

Retreat Main West Block A Ventilation Plan
Platc 1, Existing Ventilation, shows existing ventilation at the beginning after the seals
have been built and the blocks left in the mining process of Block A. Crosscut 118
between entries S4 and M1 will be developed before pillar extraction begins.

The bleeder system proposes is a wrap around bleeder type. The bleeder measurement
point location (MPL) will be located at the deepest point of penetration.

Platc 2, Continuing Pillar Ventilation, shows the ventilation after pillaring has begun.
The items to ventilate this phase are:

a) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 at crosscut 106 of the
Main West.

b) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 at crosscut 105 of the
Main West.

¢) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 at crosscut 104 of the
Main West,

d) Construct stoppings between entries M4-M5 at crosscuts 104, 105, 106 and 107 of
the Main West.

e) Construct stopping with regulator in entry N1 between crosscuts 92 and 93 of the
North block of Main West.

f) Construct belt box check in Entry M3 between crosscuts 103 and 104 of the Main
West.

g) Remove regulator between crosscut 107 and 108 at entry M5 of the Main West.

h) Remove overcast at entry M2 and crosscut 90.

i) Remove overcast at entry M2 and crosscut 91,

j) Remove overcast at entry M3 and crosscut 91.

Plate 3 shows the ventilation for the continued pillar extraction. In plate 3 room and pillar
mining will proceed on the south section of Block A. This development mining will
precede at least two rooms ahead of the pillar extraction. The items to ventilate this
phase are:

a) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 at crosscut 104 of the
Main West.

b) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 at crosscut 103 of the
Main West.

c) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 at crosscut 102 of the
Main West.

d) Remove stopping in entry M4 between crosscuts 103-104 of the Main West.

e) Construct stoppings in entries N1-N4 between crosscuts 103-104 of the North
Block of Main West.

f) Remove Brattice Curtains between entries S5-M1 in crosscuts102, 103 and 104 of
the Main West.

UEICONG-K000012191



g) Construct belt box check in Entry M3 between crosscuts 102 and 103 of the Main
West.

h) Construct stoppings between entries N4-N5 at crosscuts 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102
and103 of the North block of Main West.

Plate 4 shows the ventilation for the continued pillar extraction. In plate 4 room and pillar
mining will proceed on the south section of Block A. This development mining will
precede at least two rooms ahead of the pillar extraction. The items to ventilate this
phase are:

a) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 in crosscut 96 of the
Main West.

b) Remove stoppings between entries M2-M3 and M3-M4 in crosscut 95 of the
Main West.

¢) Remove Brattice Curtains between entries S5-M1 in crosscuts 96, 95, 94, and 93
of the Main West.

d) Construct belt box check in Entry M3 between crosscuts 94 and 95 of the Main
West.

Plate 5 is the end of mining Block A and the Proposed Seal location. The items to
ventilate this phase are:

a) Construct the proposed seals in entries M2-M5 between crosscuts 91 and 92 of
the Main West.

b) Construct the proposed seals in entry M1 between crosscuts 92 and 93 of the
Main West.

c) Construct the proposed seals between entries M1-M2 in crosscuts 92 of the Main
West.

d) Construct belt box check in Entry M3 between crosscuts 87 and 88 of the Main
West.

UEICONG-K000012192
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